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Observation and comments on issues with bats in the ACE Paper 8/2023 
Section Observation/Comment 

Bats 

Annex A Item c) states that for bat surveys details of the survey methodology are provided in the report including ‘locations, frequency and duration spent in each Sub-Area”.   

This information is not provided in the report for the night-time bat surveys. Emergence times quoted in Table 4A i.e. 2-3 hours after sunset, appear to be much later than the 

timing mentioned in Para 4.2.4 where bat emergence times are “close to and within a short time after sunset’. 

4 The EIA Study Brief specifically requested the study team to “investigate and describe” the “roosting, breeding and/or feeding sites of …. Mammals”. This is still unaddressed. 

4.2.2 Various papers have highlighted the importance of conserving foraging habitats for bats. It is somewhat misleading to keep on highlighting the importance of roost while 

overlooking the importance of foraging sites, which will suffer direct loss due to the project. Foraging site fidelity has been observed in many studies as well. 
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4.2.3 Additional information on methodology for roosting bats has been provided. This makes it clear that surveys for roosts were only conducted along the transects and no bat 

roosts were recorded in the EIA Study.  This approach covers only a small percentage of potential roost locations within the PDA and is therefore incomplete.  This flaw in 

methodology has led to an incomplete data set which in turn has misled the Impact Evaluation and Mitigation Proposals. 
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